Dear Parent(s) of 5th and 6th Grade Students:

Science Fair time is here! Please review the pages in this packet with your child. Have your child return the signed slip below to his/her homeroom teacher by Tuesday, January 19th. 

The Science Fair will take place March 30th – April 1st. Students who earned an A or B on their display boards will present their boards and research to an area scientist during this time for judging. Awards will be given to the top three projects in each grade.
Your child’s topic question is: _____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

The attached papers include a timeline of due dates (subject to change at teacher discretion), a rubric for the research paper, and a rubric for the display board. Please keep in mind that while students will get some class time to work on their projects, this is a student-led project that will require work to be done at home.

If you have any questions, please contact any teacher from the 5th/6th grade team and we’ll be happy to discuss these items with you further.

Thank you for your support!


Sincerely,

The 5th/6th Team

I have read and reviewed the Science Fair packet with my child _________________________________.

Parent signature: ________________________________________________ Date: _________________

Timeline
January 12                      
Question due

January 22                      
Procedure due

February 5                      
Research complete

February 12                     
Research highlighted and works cited due, Hypothesis due

February 19                     
Experiment complete and data recorded

February 26                     
Graphs, tables, and analysis

March 5                        
Introduction and Conclusion complete

March 12                        
Research Paper due

March 26                        
Display Board due

March 30 – April 1        
Science Fair (
                        Science Fair 2010 Display Board Rubric

Student Name_____________________________________
Title 



   Pts. Poss.              Purpose

                      Pts. Poss.
	Title of research project
	1
	
	Clear
	1
	

	Student name
	1
	
	Concise
	1
	

	
	
	
	Topic can be scientifically proven through experimentation
	1
	


Hypothesis   


      Pts. Poss.            Materials                                Pts. Poss.
	What you think (If…)


	1
	
	Quantifiable
	1
	

	Why you think (…then)
	1
	
	Specific
	1
	


Research


       Pts. Poss.
       Procedure                                Pts. Poss.
	Connects to topic
	1


	
	Connects to purpose
	1
	

	Detailed
	1


	
	Someone could follow the procedure and the result would be the same
	1
	


Data
  


      Pts. Poss.             Conclusion                             Pts. Poss.
	Displayed appropriately
	1
	
	States if hypothesis was correct


	1
	

	Extensive
	1
	
	States why hypothesis was/was not correct


	1
	


Pictures


     Pts. Poss.
       

	Connect/enhance understanding
	1
	

	Colorful when appropriate


	1
	


Display
                              Pts. Poss.               Display cont.
                          Pts. Poss.                             
	Follows order from template
	1
	
	Appropriate use of space
	1
	

	Consistent from section to section (i.e. all headings are matted) 
	1
	
	
	
	

	Papers are neatly cut and attached
	1
	
	
	
	

	Words are sized appropriately in proportion to the board
	1
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate use of color
	1
	
	
	
	


Total points _________ x       4      =     ____________%
                        Science Fair 2010 Research Paper Rubric

Student Name_____________________________________
Title Page 

              Pts. Poss.              Question

                      Pts. Poss.
	Title of research project
	1
	
	Question
	1
	

	Student name
	1
	
	Explains what the experiment is
	1
	

	Neatness
	1
	
	States why experiment was chosen
	1
	


Research
                            Pts. Poss.               Hypothesis
         Pts. Poss.                             
	5th -  4 to 5 facts
	4-5+
	
	What you think (If…     )
	1
	

	        facts written in paragraphs 
	2
	
	Why you think ( …then )
	1
	

	6th – 6 or more facts
	6+
	
	
	
	

	        facts written in paragraphs
	2
	
	
	
	


Experiment: Materials          Pts. Poss.                Experiment: Procedure       Pts. Poss.                
	Typed in list format
	1
	
	Typed in list format
	1
	

	Objects quantifiable (for example;  2  5lb bags of sand instead of some sandbags)
	1
	
	Steps are easy to follow

 and are in order
	1
	

	
	
	
	No “ I” or “we” statements
	1
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Data                                            Pts. Poss.              Results and Conclusion        Pts. Poss.                
	Graph/Table/Chart
	1
	
	Explain results in sentences

( 5 for 5th, 6 for 6th )
	2
	

	
	
	
	Statement about whether the hypothesis was right or wrong
	1
	

	
	
	
	Connection/application
	2
	


Works Cited                               Pts. Poss.                 
	2+ sources
	1
	
	
	
	

	All information listed
	1
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Conventions
                               Pts. Poss.                Additional Conventions (if typed)    
	Correct spelling and grammar
	1
	
	Font (Times New Roman or Arial)
	1
	

	Correct punctuation and capitalization
	1
	
	Font size -12 point
	1
	

	Paragraphs indented
	1
	
	Double spaced
	1
	

	Neatness
	1
	
	
	
	


Total points _________ =                         %
